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Princess Abi’s terrif 
s attacks. While Inuyasha and 


continue their viciou 
his friends try to find the nest, they get help from | 


the unlikeliest of sources: Kikyo and Naraku! Can 
they he trusted? Or have they found unwitting 
partners for their own agendas? 
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THE NETHERWNORLD Complete your INUYASHA collection today 
27.07 | 


uri TV = Sunrise 2000 


© Rumiko Takahashi/Shogakukan » Yomi 
VIDE o- 


A www.viz.com 
inuyasha.viz.com 


ES 
e 


0 


© 


4 


Ubukata-Production |.G/Project Chevalier 2006 


LE CHEVALIER 
D'EON U.S. BOUND 


L; Chevalier D’Eon, the story of 
the 18"-century cross-dressing 
diplomat/spy, is headed stateside 
in both manga and anime forms. 
ADV Films plans a spring ‘07 release 
for the high-profile gothic mystery 
anime by acclaimed director 
Kazuhiro Furuhashi (who also 
worked on Get Backers and Rurouni 
Kenshin), while Del Rey plans to ship 
the manga this summer. 
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i THE #1 GRAPHIC 
NOVEL? BELIEVE IT! 


Mic down October 10, 2006 
as a day to remember, as 
SHONEN JUMP'’s Naruto volume 

7 won the prestigious 2006 Quill 
Award for Best Graphic Novel—the 
first time a manga has been given 
such an award. The Quill Awards, 
which celebrate excellence in 
writing and publishing, include 19 
categories ranging from romance 
to biography to graphic novels. 
This year’s winners included Maya 
Angelou, Nora Roberts and former 
Vice President Al Gore—not bad 
company to be hanging out with if 
you're a pesky ninja-in-training. 


senior eneihesentiegntnet intangibles tisha eben acsinntntr retain eet 


LIVE-ACTION 
‘LAMENT? 


Miz publishing 
group Tokyopop 
is diving feet first into 
live-action films, as it 
is adapting its manga 
series Lament of the 

Lamb as its first foray 


into independent movie 
production. Created by 


Kei Toume and originally published in Japan 
by Gentosha, the story is a sophisticated take 
on the vampire genre, following a young 
man named Kazuna who discovers to his 
horror that he is fated through heredity to 
be a blood-sucker. The project promises to 
be a multicultural one, as the script will be 
written in Hollywood, helmed by a Japanese 
director, and shot in Eastern Europe. The 
film-in-progress secured a slot at the Tokyo 
International Film Festival last October. 


| 


NARUTO © 1999 by Masashi Kishimoto/SHUEISHA Inc. 


It’s Sakura vs. the Sound Ninja! 
When she gets unexpected help 
from a rival, will she succeed or 
be sacrificed? 


Own it on DVD 
02.20.2007 


Visit www.naruto.com 
for online games, 
downloads and more! 
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© 2002 MASASHI KISHIMOTO Cover art subject to change. 


DIARY OF A DEMON 


he latest pop-culture phenomenon 

to emerge from Japan is manga, 
anime and book spin-offs based on 
“true-life” events culled from Internet 
message boards and blogs. On the heels 
of Train_Man, which is available stateside 
in live-action film and manga versions, 
comes the saga of the Demon Wife Diaries, 
based on the blog of an anonymous 
Japanese businessman who has vented 
about his wife for the past six years. 
Among her crimes: grabbing food from his 
plate, sending him shopping in a typhoon, 
and making him sleep in the living room 
when he caught a cold. The Demon Wife 
saga has already been made into a book, a 
television drama, a manga, a video game 
and an upcoming movie in Japan. Word 
has it that the real-life “Demon Wife’ is 
already pocketing the profits inspired by 
her hapless husband's rants. 
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‘BE TRUE TO YOUR — 


‘SCHOOL 


hat do you get when you combine 
the offbeat sensibilities of the 
J.C. Staff (the folks who unleashed Excel 
Saga upon us all) and Yoshiaki Iwasaki, 
the director of the popular comedy Love 
Hina? Yet another distinguished entry in 
the whacked-out high school comedy- 
drama genre, Best Student Council. 
The story follows the exploits of 
the efficient student council at the 
Miyagami all-girls school—a council so 
efficient, in fact, that its primary mission 
is to keep the school safe from all adult 
interference! When transfer student 
Rando Rino, whose only talents include 
her hand puppet and a heavy dose of 
cuteness, arrives, what will result? 
The ADV Films DVD is on store 
shelves now. 


GIANT ROBO 
IS 40! 


ow time flies— 

2007 marks the 
AOth birthday of Giant 
Robo, which debuted 
as a live-action TV 
show in 1967 and 
later found fame as a 
stirring 1990s anime adaptation. To mark 
the anniversary of Mitsuteru Yokoyama’s 
creation, Japan's Softgarage has launched 
a new anime TV series. 

The new Giant Robo is not a manmade 
mecha designed to protect humankind, 
but a mysterious piece of alien technology 
engineered to counter the alien invasion. 
However, from the looks of the project, we 
should be able to count on the epic heroics 
and idiosyncratic fashions (suit jackets with 
shorts... hmm) that are the hallmark of 
Giant Robo in all its incarnations. 


© 2007 Hikari Pro/Softgarage 


Everyone thought the war was over... but the 
darkest battle has just begun. 


FULL-LENGTH FEAT 


Spectacular mecha action 
explodes onscreen in the 
long-awaited sequel to 
the blockbuster anime 
series that spawned a 
generation of fans. 


Join scott Bernard and the search for Admiral Hunter! 


Available on 1 DVD 


Also in select ene 
Visit wun. funimationfilms.com to learn more. 


www. theshadowchronicles.com 


©2006 Harmony Gold USA, Inc. ROBOTECH® and associated characters, names, and indicia are the property of Harmony 
Gold USA. Licensed by FUNimation® Productions, Ltd. All Rights Reserved. WP-07095. - 


CELEBRATE SPRING: OTAKU STYLE 
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Seasonal 
pleasures | j 
in manga fl 


and anime 
By Joseph Luster : 
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Volumes 1-14 available now! _ 


ike a light at the end ofa 

long, cold tunnel, spring 

pops up when we're most 
in need of seasonal warmth 


| to nurse us from the freezer 
burn of a harsh winter. Even 


those living in. constant warm 
weather and scratching 
their heads at all of this can 
appreciate the annual promise 
of love being in the air, rebirth 
and so on. 

So what better time is there 
for an otaku to flip open manga 


LOVE BLOSSOMS 

At this time of year, much of the 
populace becomes besotted with 
hooking up. And why not? If anything 
is going to open your eyes to new 
matchmaking possibilities, it’s the 


and pop in DVDs that evoke 
one of the most enjoyable and 
fleeting seasons of the year? It 
may seem counterproductive 
when it comes to enjoying the 
changing weather, but there's 
no shame in looking outside 
through a good graphic novel 
or the magical window we 

call television. According to 
the Japanese Lunar calendar, 
spring begins at the beginning 
of February, so it’s time to start 
celebrating! 


intoxicating sight of freshly growing 
grass and clouds that don't release 
murderous ice shards. Bet that 
neighborhood jogger you've been © 
eyeing is looking better by the minute. 
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NANA. 


VIZ Media « Rated: T+ « www.shojobeat.com 


love, music, fashion and relationships. 


LOVE HINA COG 


Bandai Entertainment « Rating: 13+ 
www.bandai-ent.com 

What says spring more than what is es- 
sentially a royal harem full of gorgeous 
young ladies? All right, scratch the “royal” 
and you have a close approximation of 
Keitaro Urashima’s potentially titillating 
situation. Nestled comfortably among 
fertile blossoms stands Hinata apart- 
ments, to which Keitaro was invited by his 
grandmother and been made manager. 
The catch, naturally, is the residence's 
all-female contingent—most notably Naru 
Narusegawa, who just might be a girl he 
promised to attend college with when 

he was young. Both love and comedy are 
extremely complicated beasts, and are 
explored with reckless abandon within the 
confines of Hinata’s walls. 


Available now! 
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Herein lies a tale of two 20-year-olds who move to 
Tokyo with the hope for new beginnings. After a string 
of unsuccessful relationships, Nana Komatsu hopes 

to find love in the big city. Meanwhile, punk rocker 
Nana Osaki dreams of being a rock superstar. In the 
same vein as spring, Nana Komatsu’s and Nana Osaki’s 
interconnected narratives are about big changes in 
these girls’ lives as they navigate the tricky terrain of 


_ NANA ©1999 by Yazawa Manga Seisakusho/SHUEISHA Inc. 


Volumes 1-5 available now! 


GOLDEN BOY CWwwa 


ADV Films ¢ Unrated « www.advfilms.com 


Job-jumping Kintaro Oe’s style of 
romance may not be suited to everyone, 
but his youthful determination and lust 
screams “spring” like no other. A self- 
proclaimed “student of life,” Kintaro takes 
virtually everything thrown at him as 
some sort of lesson to be jotted down 

in his overflowing notebook. Golden 

Boy details his slew of awkward, sudden 
“romances” (using the term here as loosely 
as possible) and unexpected physical 
attractions—that are often coupled with 
this time of year—in the most hilarious 
way imaginable. 


Available now! 


-1999 CLAMPeKODANSHAeNHKeNEP21 


“Cardcaptor Sakura” created by the artist team 


Cardcaptor Sakura © 1998 


FLOWERS BLOOM 


Whether or not the beauty of spring itself both aspects are inseparable, but no 
comes in first or second to the “Power of matter how you cut it, spring brings about 
Love” (think: Huey Lewis) really depends some of the year’s most awe-inspiring 

on your perspective on the season. Ideally, beauty. 


CARDCAPTOR 
SAKURA EG 


Geneon « Rating: 13+ 


www.geneonanimation.com 


It should surprise no one that this 
series represents the weather of spring 
so well. The lead character's name 
even means “cherry tree,’ the blossoms 
of which are considered one of the 
most iconic visuals of the season. We 
dare you to find a memorable image 
of Sakura and company that isn’t 
supported by a backdrop dominated 
by falling cherry blossoms in all their 
pink glory. It doesn’t take some all- 
knowing Clow Card guardian to see 
the spring themes in this series. 


Available now! 


BOTTLE FAIRY 
| ANIME | 


Geneon « Rating: 7+ > www.bottlefairydvd.com/ 


, CLAMP and serialized in Kodansha’s “Nakayoshi” Comic Magazine since June 1996. 


Whether you've got a thing for super- 
cute and super-sweet anime, or want 
to school a youngster on Japanese 
culture, Bottle Fairy teaches all about 
the seasons, Japan-style. From 
Valentine’s Day to Golden Week, the 
four little eponymous fairies have it 
covered. 


Available now! 


CARDCAPTOR SAKURA is trademark of Kodansha Ltd. 
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CELEBRATE SPRING: OTAKU STYLE 


GATEWAY TO SUMMER 


For some, spring doesn't bring about much that comes with it. There’s nothing wrong 
more than tidings of even warmer months. with that mindset, but you're going to need 
All the flowers and love in the world won't an entirely different batch of entertainment 
stop like-minded folks from focusing on the if you want to keep your summer tunnel- | 


looming summer and all of the heat-basking vision directed forward at all times. 


PRINCE OF TENNIS (CAWG 
VIZ Media « Rating: A « www.viz.com 
Despite its school setting, there's something 
inherently summer vacation about playing tennis. It’s 
hard enough to avoid breaking a sweat just reading 
Takeshi Konomi’s hit sports manga about tennis 
a prodigy Ryoma Echizen and the Seigaku High School 

Volumes 1-17 available now! tennis team, and it’s even harder to avoid getting 

: caught up in the on-court dramatics that pop up 

from something as subtle as a tennis ball barely 

grazing its way over the net. 


The Prince of Tennis manga is the 
forerunner of the anime featured on 


‘THE PRINCE OF TENNIS © 1999 by Takeshi Konomi/SHUEISHA Inc. 


¢ 
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ONE PIECE © 1997 by Eiichiro Oda/SHUEISHA Inc. 


VIZ Media -R 


Would-be pirate king Monkey D. Luffy and hie motley 
crew embody the “come out and play” excitement of 
spring as they sail in search of the “One Piece”—said 
to be the greatest treasure in the world. And with his 
ability to stretch like rubber—which he gained at the 
expense of swimming skill—Luffy’s adventures have 
a whimsical quality that’s just right for springtime 
reading. 


jo» www.viz.com 


This popular manga series begat the anime of the same oe 
DOT Volumes 1-13 available now! 


COMING FULL CIRCLE 


We all know where we go from here. companions for spring breaks or just the 
Spring fades to summer, and winter leads . simple celebration of nature rising from 
us far away from vacations and suntanned —_ the dead and shaking withered branches 
escapism. Let’s stop while we're ahead. in the spirit of rejuvenation. 

Titles like the ones above are the perfect Enjoy it while it lasts! 
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hen spring 
arrives, a 
young anime 
and manga fan's thoughts 

turn to love. But love—real or fictional—doesn't always 
go according to plan. It’s sweet enough sometimes, 

but often not quite, and every so often it takes off for 


left field. If you’re looking for love in your anime and 
manga, here are a few top-notch recommendations, 
depending on exactly what flavor you'd like to try. 
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Wu yopop.col 

Planetes doesn’t begin as a love story, but it 
absolutely ends as one, and one of the best of the 
last several years. Two prickly astronauts slowly 

fall for each other against a fascinating near-future 
backdrop, realized in loving detail by Makoto 
Yukimura’s artwork. It’s a moving human story and 
a gripping portrayal of one way the world might be 


going someday soon. 
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EXCFLLFNCE 


| SHINKAI COLLECTION 


MAKOTO SHINKAI 
| COESEG CANIME) 


A few years ago, one man with an iMac reinvented 
what was possible in Japanese animation. Voices 

| of a Distant Star, the commercial debut of Makoto 
Shinkai—which he animated alone on his home 
computer—told a heartbreaking story of love across 
relativistic speeds. Now you can snag it with his 
follow-up release, The Place Promised In Our Early 
Days, in a single handy twin-pack. 
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Seven Seas 1S |  Entert tainment ¢ 


Rating: 16+ 


He likes her,a and 


a girlish boy into ak 


granting him/her a 


d she likes him. But so does she, and 
now he’s a she. The gender- el setup is a little 

confusing, but otherwise 
teenage love triangle that ees: s to feature 
all females. A chance 
aliens (just roll with it) turns Hazumu Osa 


e Kashimashi is a sweet 

e meeting with benevolent 
ragi from 
boyish girl, all of a sudden 
much more interesting love life. 


Writte fe} Bustrated: oy: 


mi Voshin 


www.dmpbo oks.com/ 


explorations of the 
special cake recipe. 


ANTIQUE E BAKERY (MANGA) 


Dig ital Manga Press ¢ Rating: 18+ 


Like most of Digital Manga’s new shojo releases, 
Antique Bakery features your recommended 
allowance of gay. The strip’s real first love, though, is 
weird and esoteric pastry. So there's plenty of pretty 
boys, but there’s even more space for exhaustive 


right kind of coffee to suit a 
If a cliché’s forgivable, it’s good 


| enough to eat. 


SPICY 


FLCL: THE 

ULTIMATE 

EDITION 
CANIME) 


Synch-Point e Rating g: 13+ 
www.anim ga amersusa.com 


FLCL is allt things to all 
people. It’s comedy, it’s 
action, it’s whacko sci-fi, 
it’s a con ning-of-age story, 
it's meaningless noise. But 
the boy kisses the girl at 
the end of the story, so 

let’s call it romance, too. 
Synch-Point's “Ultimate 

Edition” packs the series 
together in a single box 


Nn 
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with brand-new extras, so 


or hardcore fans. 


it’s perfect for new viewers 


ELESS 
(MA ANIGA) 


Tokyopop e Rating: 16+ 
www.tokyopop.com/ 


Yun Kouga’s Loveless is 
about a boy and another 
boy. That wouldn't be 
worrying, but one of the 
boys is 12—as such, some 
of the flirtier scenes are 

a little...discomfiting. 
Beyond that, this is 
weird in a very fun way, 
mixing psychodrama and 
poetic fantasy action. 
The anime version (fr 
Media Blasters) doesn’t 
me to a conclusive 
conclusion, but it’s also 
an entertaining ri 
it lasts. A 
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or the casual sports fan, tennis has always 
taken a backseat to the gargantuan team 

sports like football, basketball and baseball. 

Sure, we have favorite players like Andre 
Agassi (or Maria Sharapova if you happen to bea 
hot-blooded male), but isn’t tennis just for effete 
snobs dressed in tidy whites? A game for spoiled 
teenage millionaires and their overbearing 
parent-coaches? Any way you slice it, it’s not 
necessarily the kind of sport that appeals to the 
common Joe in all of us. 

But even if you don’t have the faintest idea 
about the difference between a double fault and 
double break point, it behooves you to check out 
SHONEN JUMP’s The Prince of Tennis, : 
which is already a mainstay on 
Cartoon Network's Toonami 
Jetstream network and coming {%% 

‘soon to DVD through VIZ 

Media. The conceptbehind <i fA 
the show, which is based on io 4 
the hit manga by Takeshi 

Konomii, is simple but effective: 

| take the sport of tennis and 

| apply it to the “hardworking 

| sports team triumphs over 

adversity” template. The 

result? A fun time for tennis 

fans and neophytes alike. 


a local tournament tanks tft : 
upon himself to correct them, he’s 
challenged to amatch against 

a bigger, more expel iencec 

opponent. 


www.animerica.com ¢ Animerica _ 


THE PRINCE OF TENNIS 


What the cocky players don’t know is that 
Ryoma is the Prince of Tennis, a gifted prodigy 
who is about to rock the Seigaku High School 
tennis team. Even though the rules technically 
prohibit seventh-graders from 
playing on the school team, 
Seigaku’s Captain Tezuka 
knows talent when he 
sees it—even if the 
talent in question has 
quite a high opinion 
of himself, dismissing 
foes with his trademark 
phrase: “You still have 
a ways to go...” 

The first few 
episodes of The 
Prince of Tennis lay 
the groundwork for 
what is to come, as we are 
introduced to Ryoma and the colorful 
cast of characters that comprise the Seigaku 
team. Much of the fun comes from seeing 
how the unflappable Ryoma puts would-be 
bullies and arrogant tennis upstarts in their 
place through sheer power, finesse and 
gamesmanship. Through it all, the mystery 
behind Ryoma’s background remains—when 
tennis journalists latch onto his story, they 
note his similarity to another Echizen who 
took the Japanese tennis world by storm 
years ago, only to suddenly disappear... 


GAME, SET, MATCH 
In the end, though, The Prince of 
Tennis is much more than a simple 
story of a lone hero rising in 
the ranks—it’s about the 
competitive fire of team play, 
as each Seigaku player 
has his own personality 
and style. There's surly 
Kaoru and his “snake 
shot” approach, 

the bespectacled 
Sadaharu and 

his cerebral 
“data tennis,’ 


and the outgoing Momo and his blistering 
overhead smash. As the underdog Ryoma 
takes on Seigaku’s best in a team ranking 
tournament, it’s fascinating to see these styles 
clash, and how each player comes up with 

his own strategy to defeat the other. In direct 
3 contrast to the glossy pro stars that clog the 
TV airwaves, The Prince of Tennis embraces 

the game on its grassroots level: just a bunch 
of guys battling it out on the school courts, 

j putting in the blood, sweat and tears while 
also subscribing to the team dynamic— 
something quite easy for us common folk to 
get into. It also doesn’t hurt that the show 
features attractive character designs, a zippy 
sense of fun and well-orchestrated face-offs. 

And if you're one of those aforementioned 
folks who wouldn't know the difference 
between a tennis ball and a racquetball, no 
worries—the series is deft at giving viewers a 
useful introduction to the game and its various 
shots and stratagems in a subtle way. By the 
time you've finished the first set of episodes, 
you may be surprised to realize that previously 
mystical terms like “topspin rules,’“slice and kick 
serves” and “split-step” are now an integral part 
of your vocabulary. The animation comes to 
life during the important match play moments, 
mixing realistic player movements with artful 
pans and stills. 

The first few episodes of The Prince of Tennis 
are just a taste of what's to come—it will be 
interesting to see how Ryoma and his comrades 
fare once the inter-school match play kicks in, 
and the intensity busts through the roof. But 
as an appetizer to the main course, these initial 
episodes suggest we'll be treated to a satisfying 
banquet of energetic tennis action and quirky 


f © 2001 NAS@TV TOKYO 


Animation series and products derived thereo 


All Rights Reserved. 


” Original works © 1999 TAKESHI KONOMI 


. characters that should appeal to tennis and 
* anime aficionados. 


f= THE PRINCE 
4, OF TENNIS 
i BOX SET VOLUME 1 
“=A ONSALE APRIL 24! 
| ---«- $39.98 FROM VIZ MEDIA. 
In the meantime, catch it on Toonami 
Jetstream at www.toonamijetstream.com! 
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Paniponi Dash! : 


REVIEW 


Nerima Daikon Bros. ; 


PANIPONI DASH! 


VOLUME ONE 


ven with a scholar’s grasp of the 

Japanese language and a native's 
understanding of Japanese popular 
culture, Paniponi Dash! would still be 
hard to follow. From the perspective of 
a foreigner who speaks only English, it’s 
like pulling a Bushman from the Kalahari 
Desert and sitting him down in front of a 
Kevin Smith movie. 

In theory, Paniponi is about Rebecca 
Miyamoto, a 12-year-old MIT graduate 
who's totally unprepared to deal with her 
new job as a schoolteacher. It might also 
be about her high school class, a mixed 
bag of oddballs in the Azu-Manga Daioh 
style. In practice, though, it’s really about a 
constant barrage of gags. 

A typical scene has a nod to /nitial D, 

makes a reference to the theme song from 
a 70s sci-fi show, pulls a visual play on the 
slang word for“bookworm,’ and squashes 
one character into super-deformed mode 
to set up a silly punch 
line. All of that’s 

packed into 15 or 
20 seconds, and the 
pace keeps up for 
several more waves 
of layered humor. 
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1 Black Cat: 
Hearts: Kiminozo 27 * Kirameki Project 28 © 
¢ Linda Linda Linda: 


* Rumbling 


ANIME © DWD 


Jokes are everywhere in this show— 
scribbled on blackboards, floating across 
the screen, or carefully folded into 
densely punny dialogue. There are anime 
references, riffs on comedy teams, and 
probably more that most Americans will 
notice. That’s on top of conventional sight 
gags and physical wackiness, of which Ms. 
Miyamoto’s class provides plenty. 

A tip of the hat goes to ADV Films for 
picking up this series in the first place. 
Subtitling all of the dialogue and captions 
probably took as much work as three 
ordinary productions. Their “Vid-Notes” 
feature goes above and beyond, popping 
up little bubbles to explain all the references 
and visual details throughout the show. 

Watching Paniponi with all the captions 
on is a blizzard of information, to the 
point where the explanations overwhelm 
the comedy. If it’s not always funny, 
though, it’s a learning experience—you'll 
amaze your friends with your newfound 
knowledge of Japanese geography 
and Gundam trivia. None of it may be 
especially practical, but 
it’s more education than 
you'll get from most 
anime. -BAVID F. SMITH 


OUT OF 5 


Paniponi Dash! . 
also has one of 
the catchiest 


intro songs 
ever. 
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BLACK CAT VOLUME 1 


BLACK CAT 


VOLUME 1 


t's bad luck to cross paths with a black 

cat. Especially when the cat is armed 
with a large-caliber handgun! Black Cat 
is an entertaining and occasionally dark 
look at the world of bounty hunters and . 
assassins. This series is based on the VIZ 
Media graphic novels that were originally 
published in the pages of the Japanese 
edition of Shonen Jump. 

The story revolves around Train and 
Sven, a pair of mismatched soldiers of 
fortune with different philosophies about 
life and death. Train is the world’s deadliest 
assassin, a teenage killing prodigy blessed 
with superhuman speed and aim. This 
brooding loner is nicknamed “Black Cat” 
because he brings bad luck to his victims. 
Train's counterpoint throughout the series 
is Sven, a down-on-his-luck bounty hunter 
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with a heart of gold. The ever-talkative 
Sven sees himself as a modern-day knight. 
He uses his power to see into the future to 
rescue people from untimely deaths. 

Volume one of the series introduces us 
to these two forces of nature, and then 
presents the pivotal incident that links 
them together. Train and Sven cross paths 
when they are both hired to find the same 
target, a little girl named Eve. Train, the 
hardened killer, is hired to murder her, 
while Sven, the chivalrous gentleman, 
is asked to rescue her. Sven eventually 
manages to convince Train to spare the 
child's life. In the process, Train severs ties 
with his employer and sets into motion 
events that will change his life. 

Black Cat’s ambitious story line is both 
its greatest weakness and strength. At 
times, the story veers off in too many 
different directions, incorporating 
too many disparate elements such as 
comedy, superhero action, drama and 
even science fiction. While this mash-up 
can be disorienting, it also provides the 
characters with situations that allow 
their personalities to 
develop. The characters 
have ample room to 
speak their minds (or in 
Train’s case, to provide 
silent and meaningful 
glances). By the end of 
volume one, you feel like 
you really know their 
personalities. 

Train and Sven are 
destined for big things. 
It will be interesting to 
new bounty find out what happens to 
hunter is a black 


nae them in volume two. 
=~ALEXANDER LING 


FUNimation 
Entertainment | 


100 minutes 


Duane “Dog” 
Chapman better 
watch out! The 


_ RUMBLING HEARTS: KIMINOZO VOLUME 1 


RUMBLING HEARTS: 
KIMINOZO vowne : 


fa ea Hearts is a touching story 

of four high school friends who get 
caught in a heartbreaking web of love and 
betrayal. Not only will it have you reaching 
for the tissue box, it will also keep you 
reaching for the remote as the end of each 
episode compels you to watch the next. 

Based on the video game Kimi ga 
Nozomu Eien (or KimiNozo), Rumbling Hearts 
features 14 episodes that weave from one 
to the next like a soap opera. It centers 
around four friends preparing for their 
entrance exams: the protagonist Takayuki, 
his unabashed buddy Shinji, swim-team 
star Mitsuki, and her best friend Haruka. 

From the first episode, you are drawn 
in. The extremely timid and insecure 
Haruka confesses to Takayuki that she has 
a crush on him. The two start dating, and 
initially, the relationship seems doomed. 
It's clear that part of Takayuki’s hesitation 
is due to his feelings for Mitsuki. But when 
Mitsuki explains to him 
that Haruka has had a 
crush on him for years, 
he begins to understand 
the extent of Haruka’s 
feelings. He asks Haruka if 
they can start over. 

As the relationship 
between Haruka and 
Takayuki deepens, Mitsuki 
and Takayuki also develop 
feelings for each other. One 
day, as Takayuki is running 
to meet Haruka, he gets 
side-tracked by Mitsuki. 
When he finally arrives at 
the station, he realizes that 
there’s been an accident. 
The victim is his girlfriend. 


OUT OF 5 


FUNimation 
Entertainment _ 


SRICE 


Rumbling Hearts 
is based on the 
PC, Dreamcast, 
and PlayStation 
2 game Kimi ga 
Nozomu Eien, 
which translated 
means The 
Eternity You Wish 
For. 


ANIME ° DYID 


Fast-forward three years. Takayuki and 
Mitsuki are secretly dating, yet both remain 
haunted by their friend's accident. Things 
get even more complicated when Haruka 
emerges from her coma. To make matters 
worse, she is suffering from amnesia and has 
no idea that three years have passed. Now 
Takayuki must choose between his two loves, 
and all of them must suffer the consequences. 

The artwork, with character design by 
Yoko Kikuchi, is beautifully drawn, and 
the music perfectly highlights both the 
comedic and softer moments. The nudity 
and sex scenes are a little surprising, but not 
gratuitous—in fact, they illustrate the depth 
of the characters’ relationships. You can truly 
feel the pain and longing in each of them— 


which makes Rumbling Hearts a must-see for 
the sap in all of us. -CATHY LU 
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KIRAMEK! PROJECT VOLUME 1 __ 


KIRAMEK! PROJECT 


VOLUME 1 


ou got your magical girls in my mechs! 

No, wait, you got your mechs in my 
magical girls! Either way, viewers can get 
their daily dose of both perky princesses 
and giant robots in one engaging and 
somewhat loopy package: Kirameki Project. 

The first episode cuts straight from a 
fierce robot battle, where an unknown 
monster mech that has decimated 
Europe's giant robot fleets is finishing up 
Germany's, to the peaceful island nation 
of Genes. The country’s rulers are three 
young princesses: elegant and calm 
eldest sister Krone, sounky youngest sister 
Nene, and quiet, bespectacled Kana, the 
middle sister and our heroine. Kana has 
a knack for technology and a shy nature, 
so she prefers to spend her time with her 
robot creations—especially her excitable 
sidekick, Rincle. 

Of course, we know where the 
vanquishing robot is headed next. At the 
first sign of trouble, Krone takes command 
of the troops, with four dashing gents in 
matching outfits—the Krone Rose Knight 
Brigade—at her side. Nene, blonde curls 
(and other things) jiggling, 


sets out to fight the robot | u 
? j ‘ f |o 
in a skimpy flying suit - 
that provides plenty of | 5 


punching power (and fan- 
service shots). But Kana, 
who cares deeply for her 
robot creations, is reluctant 
to send her latest—60 a 
feet of cute in a maid ETS 
costume—into combat. Will 
Kana overcome her fears? 

. And can the enemy robot's 
state-of-the-art armor hold 
up against a hit from a giant 
purse with a bunny on it? 


‘Anime Works 


$19.95 


90 minutes 


One of this 
DVD's special 
features is an 
interview with 
the voice actress 
playing Princess 
Kana. 
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Goofy as the premise may sound, the 
mixture of mech and magical girl creates 
a very watchable series. The robot fights » 
are one of the series’ strengths; the well- 
integrated CG gives the robot excellent 
movement and definition without a 
complete change of art style during 
battles. Another unexpected bonus is 
the “bad guys”—the four middle-aged 
men piloting the mysterious champion 
robot. The guys get plenty of cockpit- 
banter screen time, and by the end of 
the first episode, they’re thoroughly 
likable. The switches back and forth 
from magical, colorful Genes to the 
robot cockpit—and later to realistic 
downtown Tokyo—can be a little jarring. 
But overall, the juxtaposition of genres 


makes for a fun result. 
-DANA DUFFIELD 


ROJELT 


ANIME © DVD 


NERIMA DAIKON BROTHERS VOLUME 1 


NERIMA DAIKON 
BROTHERS vcovwne 1 


erima Daikon Brothers isa weird show. drop of a hat. The funniest song on this 


It’s like an animated version of the volume is a bizarre rock tune sung by a 
Blues Brothers directed by John Waters. horde of women obsessed with pachinko 
No, wait. It’s more like a combination of and Korean soap operas. 

Airplane! and the Rocky Horror Picture Moments like that give you an idea 
Show. This show will remind you of a of just how insane this series is. Nerima 
multitude of other projects, because it Daikon Brothers is guaranteed to inspire 
parodies pop culture. Director Shinichi both toe tapping and head scratching. 


Watanabe (of Excel Saga fame) has created ~SLEXANDER LING 
a spastic and surreal spoof of modern-day 
life complete with musical numbers. 

The story line follows the misadventures 
of a family of daikon farmers with dreams 
of rock stardom. They embark on a series 
of crazy capers designed to increase their 
public profile as well as their bank accounts. 

The band’s capers are crammed with 
pop-culture references that parody 
everything from TV commercials to 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Every second of 
animation and every inch of the screen 
are filled with overlapping jokes—if you 
blink, you'll miss the sight gags on the 
buildings and signs. At times, watching the 
show feels like a game. You want to spot 
every reference, every slapstick gesture 
and every naughty double 
entendre. Good luck. Many 
of the jokes will be lost 
on viewers not intimately 
familiar with Japanese pop 
culture. Luckily, ADV Films 
has jazzed up the DVD 
with pop-up captions that 
point out and explain the 
more obscure jokes. 

Some of the best ance ante 
jokes are found in the- to get the music 
show's numerous musical yyrweaesriiias 
numbers. The characters whoa/Whoa 
break out into song at the CE ae 


OUT OF 5 


$29.98 


100 minutes e- 


TV MA SL 


Yol.t: Speak Softly but Carry a Big Daikon! 
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LINDA LINDA LINDA 


LINDA LINDA 


o Americans accustomed to Jerry 

Bruckheimer-type explosions and car 
chases, Linda Linda Linda initially might 
seem a tad sluggish. Although it’s about 
the formation of a rock band, it’s quiet 
and-subtle—though there's just as much 
going on. In the end, the film manages to 
be sweet, funny, and far more memorable 
than Mission Impossible Ill. 

It’s three days until the high school 
festival, and Kei’s band has just broken 
up, but she makes the decision to form 
a new band and perform anyway, along 
with classmates Kyoko and Nozomi. A 
Korean exchange student, Son, whose 
grasp of the Japanese language is not quite 
comprehensive, unwittingly agrees to be the 
vocalist. Kei, normally a keyboardist, has to 
figure out how to play the guitar, and Son 
has to figure out how to sing in Japanese. 
The days before the festival are a blur of 

practice, practice, and more practice as the 
girls have to claim a practice space, as well 
as negotiate the awkward, discomfiting « 
love and friendship issues that are inherent 


©2005 LINDA LINDA LINDA partners (Covers&Co., Vap, Bitters End, Cave) 
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LINDA 


movie's title comes from the song the girls 
practice the most: an ‘80s pop song from 
the Japanese rock group The Blue Hearts 
that is guaranteed to stick in your head 
forevermore (but in a good way). 
Linda Linda Linda's acting is so 
understated—and good—that the 
movie has the feel of a reality TV show or 
documentary, as viewers are completely 
enveloped in the lives of these high- 
schoolers. The girls are all believable as a 
rock group in training; their determination 
palpable. Doona Bae in particular portrays 
Son with a wide-eyed earnestness that’s 
extremely endearing. Of the four main 
characters, she gets most of the comedic 
action in the film, and she handles it so 
adroitly that you forget that she's an actor 
and not a real student struggling with 
the language and culture—and now the 
music—of Japan. 
Linda Linda Linda is a brilliant, refreshing 
and uplifting slice-of-life 
film about high school life, [While 25s 
; APRIL 24 
and highly recommended. from 
VIZ Pictures! 


é 


Nobuhiro 
Yamashita 
already has 
shown four films 
internationally. 


2005 
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Final Fantasy XII 32 © God Hand 34° 
-hack//G.U. Vol. 1// Rebirth 34 ° Tales of the 


Abyss 3: 


FINAL FANTASY XII 


| may never beat Final Fantasy XII. | can't 

bring myself to do it. I’ve completely 
fallen in love with this game, and don’t 
want the relationship to end. 

If pixels had gravity, then FFXI/ would. 
be the dense center of the RPG universe. 
With more than 100 hours of quest, 
subquest, subdungeon and substory 
available, it’s easy to soend more of 
your waking hours in Ivalice than on 
Earth. The game is long, but it plays fast, 
streamlining the cluttered, turn-based 
battles of previous FF titles. 

Using a system of “Gambits,’ players pre- 
program basic A.I. routines for the party, 
and then steer the group into battle. 
Instead of waiting for a character’s HP to 
drop to half, you tell a party member, “If 
this happens, cast Cure.” If Final Fantasy 


e Www.animerica.com 


XIl is guilty of anything, it’s making us 
conscious of how repetitive Active Time 
Battling really was. 

Unlocking your abilities takes place 
via the License Board. Each character 
receives License Points from fighting, 
and then these points are spent on 
this essentially updated Sphere Grid. 
The freedom is a little disorienting; any 
character can become a White Mage, a 
Thief, a Warrior. With so much time to 
spend in the game, every character can 
become a master of everything. 

But what are you spending time doing? 
There's the obvious (yet subtly delivered) 
main story, but one can also engage Clan 
Hunts—the main side quest. By checking 
Clan boards throughout the world, you 
can unlock and engage a specific creature. 


— ae 


Video game reviews 
are supplied by ay 


Pick up a copy to magazine 
read about all the latest games! 


Essentially a system of Notorious Monsters 
(another idea cribbed from the world 

of MMOs), this is the first Final Fantasy 
minigame that is right there, in the world, 
with you. You don't have to play cards, or 
race chocobos—running 


into a Hunt target happens 
as you pursue the major oe | © 
quests of the game. 

For the first time in OUT OF 10 


my life of gaming, | really ae 


feel like I’ve gone on an 


adventure. Before it ends, $49.95 | 
: 
I'll devour every last piece - 


of Yasumi Matsuno’s 


masterpiece. It’s the least 
2 COMMENTS: | 
| can do in the face of a 


game so great. 
“HEATHER CAMPBELL 


GAMES 


GOD HAND 


emember hanging out with your 

buddies, eating chips and pressing pause 
on your NES until after dinner? God Hand is 
gonna bring it all back. It’s an over-the top 
beat-em-up; it’s The Bouncer with some balls. 

Do you care about the story? Well, here 
it is. Jean had his arm lopped off by some 
really large gentlemen. So, Jean replaces 
his lost arm with a supernatural one. Jean 
then sets out to kick ass. 

God Hand's combat is a three-tiered 
system. You have more than 100 basic 
techniques that you pre-program into 
a string of personal combos; a set of 
“Roulette” moves, which are extraordinarily 
powerful special techniques—think 
kicking a guy into space, or pitching 
a flaming baseball at a 
group of enemies—and 
the God Hand gauge, 


——$— 


which allows you to pull _OUT OF 10 
off endless combos at a ee set 
sickening speed. Every PRICE: 
move is so aggressive recite See 
that fighting becomes ps 
funny; programming RATING: 
your techniques is like peer eres as 
setting up your own jokes, ~~ 


Awesome. 


Jarantino’s Fist of 
“HEATHER CAMPBELL e Northstar. 


_GOD HAND «.HACK// G.U. VOL. 1//REBIR’ 


-HACK// G.U. 
VOL. 1//REBIRTH 


hat started as a novel idea for a 

simulated MMORPG tied to an 
anime series has blossomed into one of 
role-playing’s most beloved series, if for no 
other reason than its individuality. 

The World’s coma engine is alive and well 
as the second series kicks off, but user Haseo 
delves deep into the The World's underbelly, 
working with the system's stewards and 
friends he meets along the way to unravel 
what's gone askew, as the player-killer-killer 
Tri-Edge continues to grow beyond the 
parameters of the system. Able to use Data 
Drain and bearing a character design not 
found in the code, he is the ghost in the 
system and Haseo will have to go to great 
lengths corralling this ferocious white rabbit. 

The game's battle 
engine, dungeons and ee © 
user interface are all of the - 
utmost quality, coupled OUT OF 10 
with great character 
design and a gripping 
story that squeezes tighter 
and tighter as the massive 
first volume unravels. 
-hack//G.U. is an action- 
RPG gamer’s dream 


come true. 
~DAVE HALVERSON 


PUBLISHER: 
Bandai Namco 
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__ TALES OF THE ABYSS 


TALES OF THE ABYSS 


mong 2006's RPG windfall, Tales of the 
Abyss is the one | fear for most. I’m not 
going to Say it’s a better game than FFXII 
(although a part of me wants to), but | will 
say this: if you pluck one other RPG off the 
rack this year, this little gem should be it. 
Tales of the Abyss is not exactly an 
all-around masterpiece. The game’s 
environments are generally pretty, 
but the battles look bland and the 
world map is hideous. 
The loading times 
are often longer 
than the battles 
themselves, and 
the game's i 
elaborate ,. 


_OUT OF 10 _ 
PUBLISHER: 
‘Bandai Namco ~ 
Games 

PRICE ee 
$39.99 

SYSTEM Eo 
PS2 

RATING: © 
COMMENTS: ss 


menu system is a mess. The music, 
though good, instills flashbacks of Star 
Ocean and Valkyrie Profile. 
| could go on listing flaws, but Tales of 
the Abyss gets everything right that really 
matters. Take the battle system. There are 
a few cool new twists, but the Abyss team 
has wisely decided to cease tinkering 
and incorporate every mechanic that 
has worked in past titles. Inexperienced 
players can set the game to semi-auto 
and button-mash their way through, 
but the new Field of Fonon system and 
the return of Hi-Ougis, free movement 
and defensive skills provides plenty of 
depth for experts to plumb. After years 
of experimentation, the battles are just 
about perfect at this point. 
But it isn’t the battle system that kept 
me playing until the wee hours. With 
a well fleshed-out world, an intricate 
Story line and six strong 
characters that bicker more 
than any party in RPG history, 
Tales is as rich as a full season of a 
good anime series. The English language 
voice cast does an exceptional job, and 
the script gives the actors plenty of 
meat to work with. The game's lengthy 
quest features hundreds of event scenes, 
and they’re so consistently fast-paced 
and humorous that they'll charm even 
the most virulent of cut scene-haters. 
Unfortunately, Namco Bandai couldn't 
afford to extend that level of quality to 
the game’s many hundreds of optional 
skit scenes. 
Despite its flaws, Tales of the Abyss has 
commandeered my PlayStation 2 with 
its engrossing tale and consistently 
entertaining battles, leaving a half-dozen 
unfinished games to gather dust beside it. 
Don't miss this one! -CASEYV LOE 
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SHOP TILL YOU DROP 


Ah, spring. The days are getting longer, the birds are chirping, and the stores are calling 
your name. So what should you be spending your cash on this season? Here are a few of 
our picks! 
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© BANDAI, VICTOR, GAINAX All Rights Reserved. 


LIMITED EDITION 


| A rogue vampire named Alucard and 
Ley GVAD) way | a giant “anti-freak gun” are Sir Integra 
A Neal S | Hellsing’s secret weapons against the 
Pe pe A\\\ aN | undead freaks that plague the British 
~( cee | Empire. Geneon’s Limited Edition in special 
metallic packaging includes a promotional 
music video, staff interview, trailer and an 
Arucard relief figurine. 


© 2002 MASASHI KISHIMOTO 


COOKIN MAMA: COOKOFF 


Wil e Majesco « Rating: TED +> www.majescoentertainment.com 
Majesco’s Cookin’ Mama for DS was a quirky import 
title featuring Japanese cuisine and cooking 
techniques. The Wii follow-up has you wield the 
Wii remote to slice, dice, stir and mash your way 
to deliciousness—this time using 300 real-world 

recipes from 10 different nations. And, you can go 

head-to-head in two-player cook-offs. 


mam 


BGPraetit & | 
CCCCRE EE 
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BH} CONVENTION WRAP-UP | 


ANIME 
WEEKEND 
ATLANTA 


‘ n 1995, a bunch of anime fans decided 
to get together to watch tapes of their 
favorite shows. While a few hundred 
people showed up for the first Anime 
Weekend Atlanta, 2006 saw a few 
thousand fans enjoying the show at 

a hotel and convention center that 

were large enough to swallow the 
convention's first home (if only it 

hadn't been demolished). 

While AWA’s founders were college 
guys who followed Galaxy Express 
999, the newer fans now flock to 
Kingdom Hearts and Naruto. To see all 
that youthful enthusiasm on display, 
all you needed to do was to peek inside 
the Renaissance Waverly hotel to see the 
long registration lines that filled most of the 
atrium lobby. 

The convention, once a new feature 
on the scene, is now one of the older 
events on the circuit, but its organizers« 
have the savvy to appeal to new and old 
fans. One of the dub acting guests was 
Amy Howard Wilson, the original English- 
language voice of Nova in Star Blazers, the 
Americanized version of the influential 
Space Cruiser Yamato series that older fans 
loved. To appeal to the legions of younger 
fans, the convention also had dubbers 
Vic Mignogna and Travis Willingham 
from the cast of the red-hot, Cartoon 
Network-pushed Fullmetal Alchemist. And 
fans of the newest anime weren't left out: 
manga artist Keitarou Arima and character 
designer Masahiro Aizawa were invited 
to AWA to talk about the printed and 
animated versions of Tsukuyomi - Moon 
Phase, and the new Paradise Kiss anime 
dub had a screening. -KEVIN LILLARD 
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YOUMACON 


Gi. at Youmacon, held near Detroit 
in November, included the English- 
language voices of Robotech’s Rick Hunter 
and Roy Fokker—but from different dubs. 
That's happened several times in the 
wake of ADV Films’ decision to redub the 
Superdimensional Fortress Macross series 
that was the heart of the 1980’s three-series 
compilation that became Robotech. 
It was an odd coincidence that both 
of those actors—Tony Oliver and Brett 
Weaver—said they had been in and out of 
voice acting during their careers, and they 
felt a lot better about being in the business 
than out of it. Oliver, who voiced Rick Hunter 
in the first dub, talked about how his career 
has moved toward voice directing, including 
the acclaimed dub of Gankutsuou: The Count 
of Monte Cristo. Dubbing that show wasn't 
without its rough times. Oliver noted that 
_ some of the dialogue had to be redubbed 
& once the producers realized they were 
mispronouncing a key character's name. 
Weaver, who was Roy Fokker in the 
ADV Macross dub, said he found that he 
missed voice acting too much to stay 
away for long, and couldn't wait to get 
back into the booth—even enjoying 
y the sessions with the dub’s director 
* Matt Greenfield, ADV’s cofounder. 
The odd man out at Youmacon was 
Lou Albano, the former pro wrestler 
8 turned actor who was a Mario voice 
in the Super Mario Bros. TV cartoon 
of the ‘80s. It was just a coincidence 
that Albano was in the Detroit area at 
the same time that World Wrestling 
Entertainment, the company with 
which he achieved his wrestling fame, 
had billboards around town hyping 
the start of ticket sales for their big 
Wrestlemania event scheduled for 
five months later. -KEVIN LILLARD 
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WHAT’S HOT IN JAPAN 


eB: 
2s 
ao 


GAL-O 
A new wave of super-gorgeous d sain: bling 
fashions.is currently sweeping through the streets 
of Shibuya. But it tthe girls who are wearing 
themsLocal department stores, such as 109-2, are 
now Catering to male customers known as “gal-o” 
(meaning “male gals”) with clothes adorned with 
fake fur, jewels and every imaginable accessory. To 
pull the look off just right, it helps to have a lion’s 
mane of bleached hair and deep-tanned skin— 
looks often sported by Shibuya girls themselves. 
Not all the gal-o clothes are sparkly and 
spangling. Some styles are inspired by wannabe 
fantasies of bikers, western outlaws and rock stars. 
There’s even a monthly style bible, a magazine 
called Men’s Egg, full of the latest clothes and 


grooming tips. The publisher also produces the 
legendary girls’ magazine Egg, and sometimes it’s 
hard to tell which Egg you are looking at—the one 


GLASSES 


In Japan, glasses are 
known as “megane.’ And 
the Land of the Rising Sun 
is experiencing a baffling 
wave of megane mania 
when it comes to musical 
acts. Male fans are flocking 
to idol events featuring 
pop singers such as Ami 
Tokito, who do little more 
than wear clunky glasses 
and look rather plain 
without them. Producers 
of girl idol groups, such as 
Tsunku (who previously 
masterminded the all- 
singing, all-dancing 


act known as Morning 
Musume) are now 
deliberately seeking talent 
with bad eyesight, just 

to attract these megane 
maniacs! The music industry 
publication Oricon has 

even published an article 
that keeps close tabs 

on the baffling megane 
phenomenon. What's 
behind it? Is it the appeal of 
the average girl next door? 
The sexy librarian? Who 


©2005 JapaneseStreets.com/Kjeld Duits 


for the gals or the one for the gal-o! -PATRICH MACIAS 


knows!-PATRICK MACIAS 


Patrick Macias is the author of the book Otaku in USA and the co-author of Cruising 
the Anime City: An Otaku Guide to Neo-Tokyo. 
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7 \ COMING in Spring ‘07! 


Two Inspired Tales from 


A Steel Wing Shattered—Vol.| _ 


Chris Hazelton, author and artist 


"The Phoenix Chronicles—Vol. | 
>. _ by Kenyth Mogan; illustrated by 
), Sheree Chuang and Melissa Hudson 


orere ++ Visit our booth at Anizona. 
"."."-" Meet Japanese artist HARUKA MIYABI. 
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“CLOCKS AND ROOFS Seat | Thanks for your 
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Think you're the biggest pag@aray 
Inu lyasha fan there ‘is? / 


Prove it to us! Describe 
your obsession in 
an email, or send us fe 


picture or drawing that 

shows your Inuyas a | ae . 

mania, and inuyasha id (xg ie a 

nay y prin ititinafuture — | ae | 
sue of Animerica. 


Send your letter, ey 7 NO 
artwork (no bigger _ 7 SON Pe RD See 
than 8.5 x 11” | ) \ : es 
please!) or 300 
dpi photos 

to Animerica, 

295 Bay Street, 
San Francisco, 
CA 94133, or 

to animerica@viz. 
com. Artwork cannot be 
returned. If you're under the 
age of 13, please include a 
letter of parental consent to publish your materials. 


) Rumiko Takahashi / 2000, 2007 Shogakukan, Yomiuri TV, 


I've been watching anime for a long um...interesting 

time now and I've noticed a pattern question. According 

about the schools in them. First of all | to a Japanese VIZ staffer, 

they all have a giant clock in front of | modern schools don’t have the giant 


them. Is that because the schools in clock you refer to (hers didn’t), but in 


Japan have huge clocks? Also, [students] | anime they're probably used to present | 
always seem to end up on the school | an archetype—to make the building | 
roof. | don’t know about you, but I’ve | immediately recognizable as a school. 
never been on a school roof or even | And she said students never go out on 
seen someone up there on most | the school roof, but probably the fact 
television shows. What's up with that? | that it’s forbidden makes the stories more | 
Jared Thorbahn, Newark, OH | exciting. | 
4 We lov so oe : 


amaleel 
hes 3 
oy 
2) 
es 
y 
Wi 
e 
— 
=< 
= 
= 
= 
2 
= 
> 
=u 
a 
‘) 
o 
n 
fe) 
Sh 
= 


rf aos 
Animeric 


ANIMERICA CONTEST 


Win an 
ATREGIN- 


SPIRITS OF THE PAST 
DVD from FUNimation! 


1 


ITS OF THE 


FUNimation’s Origin: Spirits of the Past hits store 
shelves on February 20, but 25 lucky readers 
will win a FREE copy of this science-fiction 
drama. Head to Animerica.com/survey for 
official rules and enter for your chance to win. 
Contest ends March 7, 2007. 


© 2005 GONZO/Gin-iro no kami no Agito project. Licensed by FUNimation (R) Productions. Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 
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AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT BEST BUY BEST 


BUY 
Coming in the next issue of Animerica Quarterly... 


AVAILABLE 


if {| | 
; | 


© Nobuyuki Anzai / Shogakukan, ShoPro, TV Tokyo 2005 
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7 The hottest girls in anime, summer anime vacation 
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“A rebirth off he past from the ashesof thefut 


4 


é 


ukia’s powers have trans erred CH) | a 
Ichigo. Will he prove powerless whena _ 
‘modified soul takes over his body? | 


NEN, 


HOME VIDEO 


www.shonenjump.com 
© Tite Kubo/Shueisha, TV TOKYO, dentsu, Pierrot 


